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On behalf of the American Public Works Association (APWA) Nebraska Chapter, the 
Nebraska Section - American Water Works Association (NS-AWWA), the Nebraska 
Water Environment Association (NWEA), and the Nebraska Chapter of the Solid 
Waste Association of North America (NE SWANA) welcome to Kearney, Nebraska 
and the 2025 Joint Fall Conference! This event is made possible by the tireless 
efforts of many individuals and volunteers, and we extend our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who contributed.

We are very excited to move to the Younes Conference Center North for the 2025 
conference. Growth of our conference is the impetus behind moving. Because of 
conference schedules we also moved the conference to a Tuesday-Thursday event. 
This new venue offers more space and a spacious outdoor exhibit space for large 
equipment. We hope you enjoy the new venue.

Some of the highlights include the 14th Annual Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament, 
the NSAWWA Water Tasting Contest and Top Ops Competition, and the Women 
in Water Breakfast. You’ll find many ways to learn, network and engage at this 
conference!

Like 2024, we are using badge printing technology with personalized QR codes for 
each attendee. These badges will allow for tracking Continuing Education Units 
(CEUs) and Professional Development Hours (PDHs), managing ticket/entry for paid 
luncheons, banquets and/or tours; as well as enabling easy contact sharing with 
vendors. We appreciate your patience and feedback as we work to improve your 
conference experience.

As in years past, you can access the full program via the Conference App by 
scanning the QR code on page 2. Please visit the exhibit hall and engage with our 
many vendors. Their generous contributions and expertise are vital to the success 
of this conference each year. They are eager to connect with you and discuss how 
they can assist with your day-to-day work. We hope you enjoy yourself, travel home 
safely, and have a wonderful holiday season.

NWEA – Conference Lead 
Marc Rosso
APWA 
Clayton Engelman and Mitch Doht
NSAWWA 
Brian Gongol
NE SWANA 
Maddie Ferber and Jeff Selden

2025 Joint Fall Conference

Presented by: 
NSAWWA/NWEA Young Professionals Committee 

       To Benefit:   

Date:  Tuesday, November 4, 2025
Location:  Younes Conference Center (Gold 4, 5, & 6)

(Following the Banquet, 8:30 pm to Midnight)

1st Place:   $200
3rd Place:  $100
5th Place:  $25

2nd Place:  $150
4th Place:  $50
Plus Consolation Prizes!

3 Raffle prizes will be awarded during the tournament!

Suggested Tournament Donation:  $20
Make checks payable to NWEA

Walk in night of the event to play!
To Sign-Up to Volunteer as a Dealer Please Contact:

Kaden Ellis
Email:  Kaden.Ellis@otcindustrial.com 

Phone:  816.905.4319

14th ANNUAL

TEXAS HOLD’EM
TOURNAMENT
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Scan the QR codes to download our Conference App.
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Tuesday, November 4, 2025  (Continued)

A Morning Session A (Continued)
(Gold 1)

11:30 - 12:00 Wakefield WTP Replacement with Pressure Filter 
Treatment
Craig Reinsch, Olsson

B Morning Session B
(Gold 2)

10:30 - 11:15 Operator’s Toolkit for Prioritizing Filter Rehabilitation 
Through Condition Assessment 
Sarah Jones, Carollo Engineers, Inc.

11:15 - 12:00 CMAR Project Acceleration 
John Gilroy, Black & Veatch
Luca DeAngelis, Layne

C Morning Session C
(Gold 3)

10:30 - 11:15 From Reactive to Proactive: Securing the Future of  
Utility SCADA 
Kaitlyn Rohloff, and Keith Mandachit, HDR

11:15 - 12:00 AMI Rescue 
Don Rankin, E Source

12:00 - 1:30 Joint AWWA/APWA Luncheon (Gold 4-6 & 10-12)
John Eisnor, AWWA Vice President
Bill Stogsdill, APWA Region VI Director

A Afternoon Session A
(Gold 1)

1:30 - 2:00 How Much Do You Know About Your System? Nitrification 
Monitoring and Control 
Karen Dietze, Black & Veatch

2:00 - 2:30 Building Redundant Control Systems to Mitigate Risk 
Braden Hadwiger, Huffman

2:30 - 3:00 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

Monday, November 3, 2025  (Pre-Conference)

8:30 AM to 
 3:30 PM

Pre-Conference Seminar:  Asset Management for  
Nebraska Operators, Hosted by NSAWWA (Gold 7)
The one-day workshop is provided by NSAWWA and the Environmental 
Finance Center at Wichita State University. Asset management can benefit 
your system. With limited revenues, aging infrastructure, and regulatory 
obligations to meet, a comprehensive approach to managing your system 
is vital. You may have problems related to unknown meter, valve, or hydrant 
locations. You may not be sure of which asset(s) to replace given limited 
funds. You will learn how Asset Management can help you solve these 
problems and how to get started. 
Cost:  FREE  
Limited to First 60 Registrants 
Pre-Conference Lunch Buffet is Included (Gold 8 & 9)
Continuing Education Hours:
5.0 hours for Water Operator Grades I–IV 
5.0 hours for Wastewater

Tuesday, November 4, 2025

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)
7:30 - 8:30 Registration/Check-In

8:30 - 8:40 Opening Remarks (Gold 1)
Ryan Hurst, Nebraska Section AWWA Chair

8:40 - 9:00 Keynote Address (Gold 1)
John Eisnor, AWWA Vice President

9:00 - 10:00 State Drinking Water Updates (Gold 1)
Laura Johnson, NDWEE

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

A Morning Session A
(Gold 1)

10:30 - 11:00 Two Birds, One Stone: Solving a manganese and arsenic 
treatment challenge in Lincoln
Ashton Rohrich, Black & Veatch

11:00 - 11:30 Blair WTP Phase V Expansion
Steve Hanna, HDR
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Wednesday, November 5, 2025

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)
7:30 - 8:30 Registration/Check-In

A Morning Session A
(Gold 1)

8:30 - 9:15 Listening to Your Pipes: Smarter Water Main Decisions 
Zach Matyja, RJN

9:15 - 10:00 Launching Lincoln’s Lead Service Line Replacement 
Program 
Alyson Hanson, LWS

B Morning Session B - Backflow
(Gold 2)

8:30 - 9:15 Backflow Tester Ethics 
Chris Holley, North Platte

9:15 - 10:00 Elements of an Effective Cross-Connection Control 
Program 
Derek Thompson, City of North Platte

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

10:30 - 11:15 Testing Backflow Assemblies in Confined Spaces 
Jackson Sash, League of Nebraska Municipalities

A Morning Session A
(Gold 1)

10:30 - 11:00 Establishing an Effective Approach for Fostering the Next 
Generation of Water Professionals 
Nicole Martindale, HDR

11:00 - 12:00 Biofilm, Manganese, and Nitrates, Oh My! Addressing 
Changing Water Quality at Fairbury’s Crystal Springs 
Craig Reinsch, Olsson

Tuesday, November 4, 2025  (Continued)

A Afternoon Session A (Continued)
(Gold 1)

3:00 - 3:30 DIP Best Installation Practices 
David Emmerich, US Pipe

3:30 - 4:00 Suspended Air Floatation Case Studies 
Christina Skalko, SEH

B Afternoon Session B - Backflow
(Gold 2)

1:30 - 2:30 Managing a Cross-Connection Control Program
Greg Brekel, NDWEE

2:30 - 3:00 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

3:00 - 3:30 Implementing New Backflow Software 
Derek Thompson, City of North Platte

C Afternoon Session C
(Gold 3)

1:30 - 4:00 NSAWWA Annual Business and Board Meeting

2:30 - 3:00 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

D Afternoon Session D
(Bronze 2)

1:30 - 2:30 NEWARN Meeting

Special Events
(Children’s Poster Contest, Voting closes at 9:00 pm)

4:00 - 4:30 Drinking Water Tasting (Pre-Function)
4:30 - 6:00 Top Ops (Pre-Function)
6:00 - 8:00 NSAWWA Banquet (Gold 10, 11, & 12)

Presentation of Fuller Award
8:30 PM to 

Midnight
14th Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament (Gold 4, 5, & 6)
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1941	 David L. Erickson
1950	 John C. Detweller
1951	 Lorenzo D. Wright
1951	 H.E. Morris
1954	 John W. Cramer
1956	 Bert Gurney
1957	 John W. Kruse
1959	 William J. Sommers
1960	 Ralph H. Lancaster
1961	 M. L. Siervers
1962	 Lowell Edwards
1963	 George H. Beard
1964	 Emil C. Wagner
1965	 Theodore A. Filipi
1966	 Ralph H. Trester
1967	 Vern Livingston
1968	 Frank Phelps
1969	 E. Bruce Meier
1970	 R.H. McLeod
1971	 Joseph P. Laferla
1972	 Floyd Sanks
1974	 Richard D. Hawes
1975	 Robert D. Catton
1977	 Milton Launer
1978	 Wayne Bitting
1979	 Joseph J. Rossbach Jr.
1980	 Dean McNiven
1981	 Mark Hammer
1982	 Joseph L. Gerlt
1983	 Cliff Summers
1984	 Donald L. Lees
1985	 Arley L. Goodenkauf
1986	 Dr. Dewey R. Andersen
1988	 George Fairfield
1989	 Richard Robinson

1990	 Burton A. Johnson
1991	 Jerome Obrist
1992	 Orville R. Davidson
1993	 Merlin Lindahl
1994	 Dennis Hirschbrunner
1995	 Paul Dammann
1996	 Lynn Wegehaupt
1997	 Don Franklin
1998	 Steve Kelley
1999	 John Miriovsky
2000	 Terry O’Brien
2001	 Rich Koenig
2002	 Jack Daniel
2003	 Joel G. Christensen
2004	 Chris Koenig
2005	 Charles Haas
2006	 Mari Matulka
2007	 Tony Bilek
2008	 Mike Wentink
2009	 Glenn Dostal
2010	 Larry Andreasen
2011	 Dennis Watts
2012	 John Olsson
2013	 Dr. Bruce Dvorak
2014	 Kevin Tobin
2015	 Jim Wells
2016	 Eric Lee
2017	 Robert Pierce
2018	 Teresa Konda
2019	 Mary Poe
2021	 Chad Roberts
2022	 Brian Gongol
2023	 Ben Day
2024	 Craig Reinsch

2004	 Chris Koenig
2006	 Ben Day
2007	 Kathleen Alexander
2008	 Steve Kelley
2009	 Tony Bilek
2010	 Mari Matulka
2011	 Debra Leigh
2012	 Eric “Rick” Melcher

2014	 Brian Gongol
2015	 Christian New
2016	 Milo Rust
2018	 Mary Poe
2020	 Marc Rosso
2021	 John Keith
2022	 Daryl Kottwitz

George Warren Fuller Award Recipients

Section Outstanding Volunteer Award

Chairperson	 Ryan Hurst
Chairperson-Elect	 Brian Gongol
Vice-Chairperson	 Marc Rosso
Secretary	 Joe Roberts
Treasurer	 Angel Lowery
Trustee	 Jessica Johnson
Trustee	 Chuck Seuferer
Trustee	 Alan Slater
Trustee	 Torey Zuver
Past Chair	 John Keith
Director	 Mary Poe

Archives and History	 Craig Reinsch
Audit	 Ryan Hurst
Awards	 Sarah Sawin
Budget	 Angel Lowrey
Cross Connections	 Chris Holley
Education	 John Keith
Fall Conference	 Brian Gongol
Fuller Award	 Mary Poe
Manufacturers/Associates Council	 Lee Dunn
Membership Engagement	 Chuck Seuferer
Nominations	 John Keith
Philanthropy	 Steve Hanna
Public Information	 Mary Poe
Publications	 Brian Gongol
Scholarship	 Angel Lowery
Small Systems	 Alan Slater
Top Ops	 John Keith
Water Utility Council	 Chad Roberts
YP and Student Activities	 Jake Rink & Ethan Hall

Officers

Committee Chairs
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Notes
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Tuesday, November 4, 2025  (Continued)
All Sessions in Bronze 3 (Unless Otherwise Noted)

4:15 - 5:00 Roundtable Discussion - Asset Management
Moderator: Clayton Engelman, City of Lincoln
Jennifer Morales, Omaha Public Works Manager
Erika Nunes, Benesch Technical Manager
Danae Garfield, City of Lincoln Analysis, Planning, and 
Programming Leader

5:00 - 6:00 Social Hour and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)
6:00 - 8:00 APWA Banquet (Gold 8 & 9)
8:30 PM to 

 Midnight
14th Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament (Gold 4, 5, & 6)

Wednesday, November 5, 2025
All Sessions in Bronze 3 (Unless Otherwise Noted)

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)
7:30 - 8:00 Registration/Check-In

8:00 - 8:45 Rom Crisis to Protection: The Minot Water Treatment 
Plant Flood Protection Story
Alan Kemmet, Houston Engineering, Inc.

8:45 - 9:30 OPW 53269 West Papio Siphon Replacement
Scott Schmoker and Chris Koenig, HDR

9:30 - 10:00 Open Channel Flow Metering 
Justin Meader, GPM Environmental Solutions, LLC

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

10:30 - 11:15 Storm Drainage GIS Risk Model
Jennifer Morales, City of Omaha

11:15 - 12:00 Roundtable Discussion – Flood Risk and Mitigation
Moderator: Lindy Rogers, PMRNRD
Jennifer Morales, Omaha Public Works Manager
Eric Hunt, Assistant Extension Educator of Agricultural 
Meteorology and Climate Resilience, UNL
Randy Behm, Behm Hazard Mitigation

12:00 - 1:00 Open Membership Meeting (Bronze 3)

Tuesday, November 4, 2025
All Sessions in Bronze 3 (Unless Otherwise Noted)

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)
7:30 - 8:00 Registration/Check-In

8:00 - 8:45 Digital Stationing in the City of Omaha
Ward Zerbe, OnStation

8:45 - 9:30 Five Points Intersection
Shane King, Olsson
Tim Golka, City of Grand Island

9:30 - 10:00 How Your Utility Got Hacked 
Brian Gongol, DJ Gongol & Associates

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

10:30 - 11:00 Soil Cement Mixing Solution
Austin Nightenhelser and Jack Glock, Schnabel

11:00 - 11:30 Utility Locating, Equipment, and GPS Tracking
Travis Beran, Subsurface Solutions

11:30 - 12:00 AASHTOware Safety Crash Data Sharing
Don Butler, NDOT

12:00 - 1:30 Joint AWWA/APWA Luncheon (Gold 4-6 & 10-12)
John Eisnor, AWWA Vice President
Bill Stogsdill, APWA Region VI Director

1:30 - 2:30 Roundtable Discussion - Public Works Directors
Moderator: Joe Soucie, City of La Vista
James Paul, City of York
David Goedeken, City of Bellevue
Chuck Sliva, City of Columbus

2:30 - 3:00 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

3:00 - 3:45 The Mechanics of Asset Management:  Tools, Tactics, and 
Techniques
Bob Gregalunas and Bret Zimmerman, Houston 
Engineering

3:45 - 4:15 A Solution to Managing the Record Drawing Blackhole
Adam Schneider and Tyler Wynn, Benesch
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Notes

Awards	 Charles Quigley
Conference Planning/Special Events	 Clayton Engelman
Education/Training	 Mitch Doht
Membership	 Erica “Sunny’ Mullen
Publicity/Newsletter	 Lindy Rogers
Strategic Planning	 Austin Rowser

Officers

Committee Chairs

President	 Jennifer Roesler
Vice-President	 Lindy Rogers
Treasurer	 Shawn Muhle
Secretary	 Jeff Calentine
Director	 Clayton Engelman
Director	 Erica “Sunny” Mullen
Director	 Charles Quigley
Director	 Mitch Doht
Delegate	 Austin Rowser
Alternate Delegate	 Jeff Thompson
Past President	 Austin Rowser



16 17

Wednesday, November 5, 2025  (Continued)
All Sessions in Gold 3 (Unless Otherwise Noted)

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

10:30 - 11:15 National EPR 
Heidi Sanborn, National Stewardship Action Council

11:15 - 12:00 Vapes and other devices with embedded batteries - how 
do we handle these materials that are not covered by our 
Safe Battery Collection and Recycling Act?
Kent Holm, Douglas County Environmental Services

12:00 - 1:30 Joint NWEA/SWANA Luncheon (Gold 4-6 & 10-12)
Kalpna Solanki, WEF Trustee
Mike Miller, NE SWANA Past President

1:30 - 2:15 Goodwill as a Community Sustainability Hub:  
Beyond Retail
Mehreen Chowdhury, Goodwill Omaha

2:15 - 3:00 Plastic Roadway Project
Jamella Teixera, UNL

3:00 - 3:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

3:30 - 4:00 Visualizing Waste Facilities 
Lori Calub, HDR

4:00 - 4:30 Solid Waste Facility Fires –  
2 AM Isn’t the Time to Make a Plan
Jeff Phillips, SCS Engineers

4:30 Cash Drawing

5:00 Adjourn

Tuesday, November 4, 2025

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)

7:30 - 8:30 Registration

8:30 - 4:30 Tours and Lunch
•	 Holdrege Solid Waste Facility
•	 Minden Landfill, Composting and Recycling Center
•	 Hastings MSW Landfill
•	 Whelan Energy Center

Note: Tour attendees please bring your hard hat, safety 
glasses, and high-visibility vest if you have them.

4:30 - 6:00 Social Hour and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

6:00 - 8:00 NE SWANA Banquet (Gold 7)

8:30 PM to 
 Midnight

14th Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament (Gold 4, 5, & 6)

Wednesday, November 5, 2025
All Sessions in Gold 3 (Unless Otherwise Noted)

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)

7:30 - 8:00 Registration/Check-In

8:00 - 8:30 Vendor Spotlight

8:30 - 9:00 NE SWANA Cornhusker Chapter Business Meeting 

9:00 - 9:30 Revolutionizing Landfill Operations: Harnessing GPS 
Technology to Maximize Efficiency, Safety, and Cost 
Savings
Darnelle Lyng, RDO Equipment Co

9:30 - 10:00 SWANA Product Safety Statement & General Safety 
Kristyn Oldendorf, National SWANA
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President	 Jeff Selden
Vice-President	 Kent Holm
Secretary	 Jake Stewart
Treasurer	 Jeffery Edwards
Past President	 Michael Miller
Director/AC Delegate	 Lori Calub
Director	 Patrick Leahy
Director	 Bryce Thompson

Communications	 Gabe Cohen
Legislation	 Kent Holm
Membership	 Kimberly Carroll Steward
Programs	 Madeline Ferber
Safety	 Allison Majerus
Scholarship	 Lori Calub
	 Jeff Selden
Young Professionals	 Brendon Bunker

High School Scholarship Recipients
	 Andrew Calub 
	 Alex Miller

Officers

Committee Chairs

2025 Scholarship Winners
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Wednesday, November 5, 2025  (Continued)

B Morning Session B
(Gold 7)

10:30 - 11:00 The First Big Step
Samantha Corey, NWEA Panel

11:00 - 11:30 Wichita State Finance
Brian Bohnsack, WSU

11:30 - 12:00 Essentials of Construction Sequencing for Critical 
Treatment Plant Work 
Dan Ethington, Carollo Engineers, Inc.

12:00 - 1:30 Joint NWEA/SWANA Luncheon (Gold 4-6 & 10-12)
Kalpna Solanki, WEF Trustee
Mike Miller, NE SWANA Past President

A Afternoon Session A
(Gold 8 & 9)

1:30 - 2:00 Reactive to Proactive: Securing the Future of Utility 
SCADA/Control Systems
Kaitlyn Rohloff, HDR

2:00 - 2:30 Infiltration & MH Rehab
Monte Dakan, Johnson Service Co.

2:30 - 3:00 Confined Space Drones
Rafael Moncada, SEH

B Afternoon Session B
(Gold 7)

1:30 - 3:00 NWEA Annual Business Meeting

3:00 - 3:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

Tuesday, November 4, 2025

3:00 - 5:00 NWEA Executive Board Meeting (Bronze 1)
5:00 - 6:00 NWOC Training / Committee Meeting ( Bronze 2)
8:30 PM to 

 Midnight
14th Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament (Gold 4, 5, & 6)

Wednesday, November 5, 2025

7:00 - 8:00 Women in Water Breakfast (Bronze 2)
7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Silver Ballroom)
7:30 - 8:30 Registration/Check-In

Opening Session
(Gold 8 & 9)

8:30 - 8:55 WEF Update
Kalpna Solanki, WEF Trustee

8:55 - 9:10 Ukraine MA Update
Scott Aurit, WEF HOD Speaker
Lucas Billesbach, NWEA Delegate

9:10 - 9:30 WEF Community Engagement
Keith Hobson, WEF President

9:30 - 10:00 NDWEE Updates
Thad Fineran, NDWEE

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)

A Morning Session A
(Gold 8 & 9)

10:30 - 11:00 Which Came First: The sewer or the well?
Brian Gongol, Gongol & Associates

11:00 - 11:30 Ultrasonic vs Radar vs Laser
Trey Himes, ABB

11:30 - 12:00 Master Planning SCADA for the 21st Century and Beyond
Tom Crowley, Carollo Engineers, Inc.
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Thursday, November 6, 2025  (Continued)

B Morning Session B
(Gold 7)

8:30 - 9:00 Copper Creek Interceptor Sewer
Tyler Wynn, Benesch
Matt Lunzman, Hawkins Construction

9:00 - 9:30 Leveraging Real-Time Monitoring and Data Analytics  
for Modern Sewer System Challenges
Tim Graeb, Smart Cover

9:30 - 10:00 Emergency Interceptor Repair within a Levee
Sean Bell, HDR

10:00 - 10:30 Break and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)
10:00 - 12:00 NWEA Executive Board Meeting (Bronze 1)

A Morning Session A
(Gold 8 & 9)

10:30 - 11:00 Biogas Building Replacement: What to do When  
You Get That Call
Douglas Loudon, Olsson

11:00 - 11:30 Updates on the Northeast Omaha High-Rate  
Treatment Basin
John Weiland, Wade Trim

11:30 - 12:00 Intensification Technologies
Dillon Devitt, HDR

B Morning Session B
(Gold 7)

10:30 - 11:00 Project Delivery: Omaha’s Playbook to Getting it Done
Adam Wilmes, Embris
Chris Driscoll, City of Omaha

11:00 - 11:30 The Key to a Successful CMAR Project
Sarah Espinosa, McCarthy Building Companies

11:30 - 12:00 The Science Behind Watching Paint Dry: Maximizing the 
Life of Your High-Performance Coatings
Joel Jirak, Olsson

12:00 Adjourn

Wednesday, November 5, 2025  (Continued)

A Afternoon Session A
(Gold 8 & 9)

3:30 - 4:00 Low Nutrient Lagoons
Isaiah LaRue, Nexom/EDI

4:00 - 4:30 Papillion Creek WRRF Upgrade to AGS
Matt Thompson, HDR

4:30 - 5:00 PFAS in Wastewater – What to Know in 2025… and 2026?
Michelle Young, Carollo Engineers Inc.

B Afternoon Session B
(Gold 7)

3:30 - 4:30 Committee Chair Workshop

1:30 - 4:00 Vendor Extravaganza Exhibit Hall Booths (Silver Ballroom)
4:30 - 6:00 Social Hour and Tour Exhibits (Silver Ballroom)
6:00 - 8:00 NWEA Banquet (Gold 5, 6, 11, & 12)

Kalpna Solanki, WEF Trustee

Thursday, November 6, 2025

7:00 - 8:00 NWEA 5S Breakfast (Bronze 2)
(Note: By Invitation Only)

7:30 - 8:30 Complimentary Grab and Go Breakfast (Pre-Function)
7:30 - 8:30 Registration/Check-In

A Morning Session A
(Gold 8 & 9)

8:30 - 9:00 Shedding New Light: Upgrading UV Disinfection  
at Lincoln NE WRRF
Jake Rink, Olsson

9:00 - 9:30 Papillion Creek WRRF Pump Station
Darren Jack, HDR

9:30 - 10:00 Plattsmouth 2019 Flood Recovery of WWTF and WTP
Keith Hobson, Strand Associates
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Committee Chairs	 (Continued)

Safety	 John Geiser
Scholarship	 Lucas Billesbach
Scott Wilbur Award	 Aaron Gustin
Sponsorship	 Lee Dunn
Student Activities	 Dr. George Hunt
Training	 Ryan Hurst
William D. Hatfield Award	 Jeff Tiemann
Young Professionals	 Jake Rink
	 Ethan Hall
5S	 Jon Harger

2015	 Mohamed Dahab
2016	 Dale Jacobson

2023	 Debra Leigh
2025	 Todd Boling

1955	 William F. Rapp
1958	 Victor J. Lechtenburg
1961	 Theodore A. Filipi
1964	 Oliver Barklage
1966	 Floyd J. Sanks
1969	 W. James Wells, Jr.
1972	 E. Bruce Meier
1975	 Joseph Thissen
1978	 Carl W. Schweiger
1981	 Earle W. Schweiger
1983	 Terrance A. O’Brien
1984	 Art Meyer
1986	 Leonard R. Lowder
1987	 Donald Hillrichs
1989	 Clinton L. Weber
1990	 Dennis Hirschbrunner
1992	 Debra L. Leigh
1993	 C. Dale Jacobson
1995	 James L. Condon
1997	 Steve Crisler
1998	 Dr. Mohamed Dahab

1999	 Glenn Dostal
2000	 Daryl Kottwitz
2002	 Joe Dabbs
2003	 Jay Ringenberg
2005	 Roger Helgoth
2007	 Tom Satchell
2008	 Charles Plummer
2009	 Todd Boling
2010	 Ron Sova
2012	 Norm Jackman
2013	 Michael Arends
2014	 Kathleen Alexander
2015	 Lyle Christensen
2016	 Tony Bilek
2017	 Scott Aurit
2018	 Keith Kontor
2019	 Mike Milius
2021	 Roger Protzman
2022	 David Sykora
2023	 Aaron Dressel
2024	 Lucas Billesbach

Arthur Sidney Bedell Award Recipients

WEF Fellow

Officers

Committee Chairs

President	 Blake Birkel
President Elect	 Marc Rosso
Vice President	 Jeremy Walker
Federation Delegate	 Lucas Billesbach
Secretary	 Darren Jack
Treasurer	 Ryan Hurst
Director-at-Large	 Doug Glaze
Director-at-Large	 Daria Sakharova
Director-at-Large	 Shawn Ovenden
At-Large Member	 Lee Dunn
At-Large Member	 Scott Seelhoff
At-Large Member	 Kylie Wilmes  
Past President	 Brittany Travers

Arthur Sidney Bedell Award	 Dave Sykora
Awards	 Aaron Dressel
Collection System	 Adam Wilmes
Bylaws	 Darren Jack
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion	 Garrett Lane
Finance and Audit	 Scott Aurit
Governmental Affairs	 Daria Sakharova
Great Plains Management Conference	 Daria Sakharova
Industrial/Hazardous Waste	 Dillon Devitt
Manufacturers and Representatives 
   Committee (MARC)	 Lee Dunn 
Membership	 Jeff Saltzman
Nominating	 Amit Shrivastrava
NWOC Advisory & Training	 Joel Jirak
Pretreatment/Industrial Waste	 Abhijeet Saraf
Program	 Marc Rosso
Public Communications & Outreach	 Brittni Stephens
(includes Website & Social Media)	 Edie Gana
	 Shawn Ovenden
Public Education	 Scott Seelhoff
Resource Recovery	 Keegan Bell
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1958	 Loren Brannen
1961	 Elijah Coffman
1964	 Otto W. Kuck
1968	 Joseph L. Noble
1971	 Eldor Schuerman
1974	 Earle W. Schweiger
1977	 Donald Hillrichs
1980	 Orville Klein
1983	 James O. Sell 
1984	 William R. Coffman
1986	 Karl Wlaschin
1987	 Gary C. Lund
1989	 Patrick J. Franklin
1990	 Steven C. Lamborn
1992	 Paul Dammann
1993	 David Meisinger
1995	 John Ford
1997	 Bruce Bates
1998	 Joe Dabbs

1999	 Robert Gray
2001	 Richard McClemons
2002	 Jim Swan
2003	 Bill Terry
2005	 Larry Beavers
2007	 Russ Irwin
2008	 Tom Singkofer
2009	 Jerry Clark
2010	 Michael Arends
2011	 Randy Wilson
2013	 Todd Boling
2014	 Keith Kontor
2015	 Brad Barber
2016	 Steve Crisler
2018	 Jim Condon
2021	 Aaron Dressel
2022	 Jeff Tiemann
2023	 Ryan Hurst
2024	 Todd Sukup

1996	 Rick Shibata
1998	 Mary Jo Crowl
1999	 Lumir Sukovaty
2001	 John M. Ford
2002	 Lori Paulsen

2004	 Timothy Burns
2007	 Tim Lindeen
2010	 Marsha Louthan
2015	 Dallas Powel
2023	 Scott Frogge

Dr. Dewey Andersen
Ron Bottorff
Gary Brandt
Chris Burns
Lyle Christensen 
Brian Clow
James Condon
Steve Crisler
Dr. Mohamed Dahab
Roger Helgoth
Dennis Hirschbrunner 
Arthur Hutt

Russ Irwin
Dale Jacobson 
Burton Johnson
Erwin Kirkvold
Victor Lechtenberg
Debra Leigh
Terry McCarl
Art Meyer
Paul Moritz
Terry O’Brien
Paul Ombruni
- Continued on Next Page

William D. Hatfield Award Recipients

Laboratory Award Recipients

Lifetime Membership Award

1983	 Omaha Works of the Western Electric Co. Industrial WTP
1984	 Falls City Wastewater Treatment Plant
1985	 City of Seward Wastewater Treatment Plant
1987	 Hastings Utilities Pollution Control Center
1988	 Missouri River Wastewater Treatment Plant, Omaha
1990	 Missouri River Wastewater Treatment Plant, Omaha
1991	 City of Omaha Sewer Maintenance Division
1994	 Norfolk Pollution Control Facility
1997	 Lincoln Wastewater System Sanitary Engineering
2000	 City of McCook Wastewater Treatment Facility
2003	 Missouri River Wastewater Treatment Plant, Omaha
2006	 Missouri River Wastewater Treatment Plant, Omaha
2015	 Tyson Fresh Meats, Lexington
2018	 City of Norfolk WPC
2019	 Scottsbluff Water Reclamation Facility
2020	 Tyson Fresh Meats, Lexington
2021	 Tyson Fresh Meats, Lexington
2022	 Michaels Foods
	 City of Norfolk Water Pollution Control
2023	 City of Chadron Wastewater Treatment Facility
2024	 City of Columbus WWTF

Burke Award Recipients

Daryl Meiner (1990)
Thomas Singkofer (1991-1992) 
John Ford (1993-1994)
Dave Meisinger (1995-1997)
Larry Beavers (1998)
Scott Sprague (1999-2001)

Jim Heyen (2002-2003)
Ralph Badger (2004-2005)
Lynn Garton (2006-2007)
Todd Sukup (2008-2009)
Jeff Tiemann (2014-2016)

Bruce Bates Service Award

2019	 Lynn Garton
	 Jerry Hasley
	 Lyle Christensen
	 Scott Aurit
	 Jim Theiler
2021	 Lonnie Tucker
	 Brian Kramer
	 Mike Adair

2022	 Jorge Rivero
	 Jennifer Morales
2023	 Fred Tustin
	 Mike Mertz
2024	 Chris Koenig
	 Emily Holtzclaw

Golden Manhole Society Awards
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10+ Operators
	 Fremont Wastewater Treatment Plant
5-9 Operators
	 Columbus Wastewater Treatment Facility
	 Norfolk Water Pollution Control Facility
	 City of Chadron Wastewater Treatment Facility
1-4 Operators
	 City of Wahoo Wastewater Treatment Plant
Industrial
	 Michael Foods Wastewater Treatment Plant
	 Tyson Fresh Meats – Lexington Wastewater Treatment
Lagoons
	 Village of Denton Wastewater Treatment Facility

Safety Gold Awards - 2024

1979	 F. J. Hauck
1983	 Otto W. Kuck
1984	 Orville Klein
1985	 Floyd Sanks
	 Earle W. Schweiger
	 Urban Weinke
1987	 James O. Sell
1989	 Bruce Bates
1990	 Lavern W. David
1991	 Raymond J. Carver
	 Donald C. Hillrichs
	 Arnold E. Rise
	 James A. Swan
1992	 Larry F. Betts
	 Donald D. Dike
	 Johnny G. Rudder
1994	 Karl Wlaschin
1995	 Paul Sorenson
	 Tyler Konasek
	 Pat Lund
	 Jerry Stump
	 Rick Shibata
1997	 Daryl Meiners
	 Gerardo Talero
1998	 Larry Beavers
	 Jim Waszgis
1999	 Gary Cooper
	 John Hauschild
	 Ted Pratt
	 Tom Singkofer
2000	 David R. Brandert

	 Paul Dammann
2000	 Lester Evans
	 William Hamilton
	 Gerald A. Indra
	 Rick L. Sibert
	 Jay Whalen
	 Allan L. Williams
2001	 Harlan Simmerman
	 Richard Greenwood
	 Robert Gray
	 Dave Petrocchi
	 Steve Crisler
2002	 Tim Gilbrandson
	 Richard McClemons
	 Gary McCoy
	 Thomas Barnett
 	 Gerald Pesek
2003	 Ralph Badger
 	 Pat Franklin
	 Ken Jones
2007	 Todd Boling
	 Marsha Louthan
	 Gary Lund
	 Jim Mackel
	 Cindy Pospisil
	 Joe Dabbs
2011	 Curtis Kizzire
	 Paul Trout
2012	 Terry McCarl
2013	 Jim Heyen
2017	 Keith Kontor

Quarter Century Operators Club

Ted Paysuer
Terry Pesek
Chuck Plummer
Rick Shibata

Dr. Rao Surampalli
Paul Trout
Jim Wells
Brian Clow

Lifetime Membership Award (Continued)

Small Municipal < 2 MGD
	 Beatrice Wastewater Treatment Facility
Medium Municipal 2 MGD – 5 MGD
	 North Platte Wastewater Treatment Plant
Large Municipal > 5MGD
	 Lincoln Northeast Water Resource Recovery Facility
Industrial Treatment
	 Hornady Manufacturing

Scott Wilber Award Recipients - 2024 Best in Class

2024	 Charlie Kraus (City of Aurora)
	 Randy Johner (City of Wahoo)
	 Ryan Kinsella (City of Omaha)
	 John May (City of Omaha)

2023	 Dr. Mohamed Dahab

4Ws (Wrenchers Waiting to Wreck a Wrench)

WEF Emerson Distinguished Service Medal



30 31

Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers (5S)

Notes

1998	 Bruce Bates
	 Jim Condon
	 Steve Crisler
	 Joe Dabbs
	 Dave Dobscha
	 Glen Dostal
	 John Ford
	 Dennis Hirschbrunner
	 Dale Jacobson
	 Deb Leigh
	 Dave Meisinger
	 Jay Ringenberg
	 Jim Sell
1999	 Dr. Mohamed Dahab
	 John Eggert
	 Pat Franklin
	 Don Hillrichs
	 Daryl Kottwitz
	 Lori Paulsen
2000	Kathleen Alexander
	 Roger Helgoth
	 Chuck Plummer
2001	 Tony Bilek
	 Rick Sibert
	 Ron Sova
	 Scott Sprague
2002	Ralph Badger
	 Todd Boling
	 Bill Gidley
	 Norm Jackman
2003	Paul Trout
2004	Mike Arends
	 Rob Pierce
2005	Lyle Christensen
	 Kirk Pfeffer

2006	Tom Miller
	 Chuck Thomerson
2007	Brian Bakke
	 Eric Berggren
	 Lynn Garton
	 Chris Johnson
2008	Fred Scarpello
	 Todd Sukup
2010	 Gary Brandt
	 Mike Milius
	 Jim Stejskal
	 Roger Winkler
2011	 Keith Kontor
	 Jim Mahony
2012	 Scott Aurit
2013	 Ron Bottorff
2014	 Roger Protzman
2015	 Jon Harger
2016	 David Sykora
2017	 Marc Rosso
	 Tom Satchell
	 Jeff Tiemann
2018	 Lucas Billesbach
	 Ryan Hurst
2022	 Blake Birkel
	 Aaron Dressel
	 Shawn Ovenden
	 Amit Shrivastava
	 Brittany Travers
2024	 Derek Gardels
	 Jeremy Walker
	 Darren Jack
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2025 Registration Information

Program On-Site Registration
NWEA $155 A

APWA $155 B

NSAWWA $155 C

NE SWANA $155 D

NE SWANA Tour $90
Full Conference** $245 E

Additional Banquet Tickets $40
Additional Lunch Tickets $25
A Includes Wednesday Lunch and Banquet
B Includes Tuesday Lunch and Banquet
C Includes Tuesday Lunch and Banquet
D Includes Tuesday Banquet and Wednesday Lunch
E Includes all Lunches and all Banquets
** Full Conference does not include NE SWANA Tuesday Tour

Conference Hotel Information

Crowne Plaza Hotel:  (308) 238-7000
Hampton Inn:  (308) 234-3400

Continuing Education Hours

NDWEE Pre-Conference Workshop CEU Hours:
     5.0 CEU Hours for Water Operators Grades I – IV
     5.0 CEU Hours for Wastewater Operators
NDWEE Water Operator CEU Hours:
     7.5 CEU Hours for Grades I – IV
     3.5 CEU Hours for Grades VI
NDWEE Wastewater Operator CEU Hours:
     10.0 CEU Hours
NE SWANA CEU Hours:
     4.0 CEU Hours for Tour
     6.5 CEU Hours for Presentations
Women in Water Breakfast:
     1.0 PDH Hours

Notes
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